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Dr. Mavelys de LaRosa is a dedicated behavior analyst, and she has over 20 years of experience. She has being helping people with learning disabilities, intellectual disabilities, behavioral challenges, Autism, ADHD, and more. She completed a master's degree in Educational Psychology from Arcadia University. Dr. Larosa later completed a Ph.D. in Special Education from the same University. She is a New York State certified Behavior Analyst. Besides, she is an active member of a Board Certified Behavior. Over ten years, she has been teaching both graduate and undergraduate psychology courses in various institutions. In addition to her publications, presentation, and editorials, she has established and led generous entertainment programs, particularly for teens and children with developmental challenges and Autism. 
This interview with Dr. Larosa gives concrete wisdom and suggestions for a person like me entering the field of Psychology. Most importantly, Dr. LaRosa points out significant experiences and qualities to become a behavioral analyst. Dr. LaRosa became successful by listening to great men and women who were already in psychology. She believes that for one to be a quality psychologist in any specialization, she or he should be a good listener and observer.
Since I am passionate about pursuing a psychology course, I designed the following interview questions to get a deep understanding of this field so that I can wisely decide what to specialize in psychology. I believe she can be of great help because she has being in this field for many years, and I believe she has all it takes to be a professional psychologist.
What made you major in behavioral analysis in psychology? 
After I graduated from college, I worked as a stringer for a newspaper, and I was given a task to interview some psychologists for the story I was involved in. Certainly, this experience prompted me how much back in college and high school, I enjoyed classes in psychology. I felt inspired, and I decided to do my master's degree in Educational psychology since I found this job interesting.
Are there some challenges in this field, and what measures did you take to overcome such challenges?
As I was going to graduate my master's, I faced a major of challenges since no one in my immediate family, and none of my neighbors or friends had done such a degree. I can say that it was an entirely new world that involved quite the learning curve. It remembers doing a lot of research and working up the courage to refer psychologists who were already in this filed. Also, I did this again the time I was considering entering into private practice.
What is the best advice that you can give to young individuals who are about to embark on this field of psychology?
For you to be successful in this field, first, you must have patience. As they say, "patience pays." Always be humble and open to new experiences by interacting with those who have already made in in this filed. Most important, ask more questions and advice from professions in psychology. Start working on your dreams as early as now—the early the better.
Kindly can you tell me one of the most interesting things that have ever occurred in your career?
Due to the confidentiality of clients, I can't tell, although what I can say is that my career is normally interesting. I never bored because every time I met people from different backgrounds who end up being my close friends. I always feel grateful, and I appreciate my job because I am sure that I am of great assistance to many. I believe I have grown a lot from my career with my students and clients than anything else in my life. 
Please could you give some guidelines for individuals like me who are entering in this field?
As I mentioned earlier, you should be open to new experiences. It is important if you are non –judgmental or open-minded, a good listener, and patient. Such qualities can be nurtured with practice. As you know, there are many grandaunts with degrees and masters in this filed; you need to work hard to attain good grades since the labor market is very competitive. Moreover, network with persons who have made it in this field because they know exactly your work. Also, you should understand that this career requires individuals to be lifelong researchers and learners. Therefore, you are prepared for a scholar far into the future. 
Understand that if you plan to pursue behavioral analysis work, your repayment will be the satisfaction you will get from assisting clients but not material wealth. If you are inspired by assisting clients, this work can be very interesting and rewarding.
What is the role of social media in the field of psychology?
	If social media is used wisely, it can be a great forum to get the world out of psychology. Psychologists like doctors, they are expected to protect the confidentiality and privacy of clients. Therefore, any information that may reveal the identity client's information should never be divulged. It is the ethical responsibility of psychologists not to share the client's information because it may affect clients' therapeutic relationships.
What strength do you think is most important in this field especially as a behavioral analyst?
I think that my passion and interest in an individual's life experiences and stories makes me a good observer and listener. In my opinion, attentive observers and listeners are uncommon outside the behavioral office.
Conclusion
I can say this one of the best interviews I ever had. I do feel grateful to have so educative and interesting interview with Dr. LaRosa. This interview has strengthened my passion for being a psychologist (behavioral analyst). Through this interview is learned that psychology is wide, and one can specialize in one thing like clinical, behavioral analysis, and more. Apart from academic qualification, I have learned that any individual planning to enter the field of psychology should have certain characteristics, such as patient, open-minded, good listeners, and observer. In addition, for one to be a “quality," behavioral analyst should network and listen to successful persons who are already in the filed since they know their work.
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